INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF HILTON BEACH
MINUTES
Council Meeting – March 11, 2026
Hilton Beach Municipal Office
3100 Bowker Street, Hilton Beach, Ontario
                                                                                                                                     
[bookmark: _Hlk139967262]PRESENT 
Council:		Robert Hope; Mayor
Brian Delvecchio; Councillor 
			Sally Cohen; Councillor
Kelly Rathwell; Councillor
 	Sarah Brown; Councillor

Staff:			Paula Callahan, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
					
					
					
CALL TO ORDER
	              
2026-36				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council call the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.
											CARRIED
								
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
N/A

DELEGATIONS 
N/A
					
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Meeting Minutes of February 19th were not ready for approval.				

VOUCHER

2026-37	Moved by Sarah Brown	         
Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approve Village of Hilton Beach Voucher 2026-02  in the amount of $189,359.00  (payroll – including Receiver General/benefits/pension-$20,059.96, Stobie Mechanical & Welding - $15,164.61, Island Clippings - $67.80, Algoma District Services Administration Board - $13,772,84, Bell Canada - $1,958.35, Hollow Metal - $633.54, Majestic Pro Contracting - $30,000.00, Red Star Electric - $2,152.37, St. Joseph Island Lions Club - $703.00, Township of Laird - $110.30, Island Clippings - $67.80, Direct Pro Contracting - $4,000.00, encompassIT - $3,556.29, Kentvale - $799.87, Northern Insurance Broker - $66,155.76, Algoma Office Equipment - $139.98, Abell Pest Control - $90.40, Algoma Power - $747.13, Stormcloud Inc. - $500.00, McDougall Energy - $2,419.15, Bell Canada - $855.26, Cory Lobsinger - $89.00, Algoma District Services Administration Board - $7,120.17, Ministry of Finance Policing - $4160.00, Algoma Office Equipment - $168.77, ATS - $135.60, Hilton Union Public Library - $361.69, Canada Post Municipal 
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Minutes - $19.16, Vista Print Landfill vehicle stickers - $496.00, Vista Print Landfill Recycling Signs - $196.56, Tool Town Landfill work gloves - $35.56, Amazon Landfill Hand Sanitizer - $20.90, Amazon Public Works computer docking station - $111.24, Adobe - $29.37, Ground Force Training Public Works - $333.35, Amazon Fluorescent Lights - $129.80, Amazon Public Works pressure washer hose - $100.56, Princess Auto tools – $274.96, Home Hardware Hall sink taps - $164.96, Canadian Tire couplings for Hall sink - $19.74, Rankin Public Works fuel for truck - $75.00, Rankin Public Works fuel for tractor - $65.00, Amazon replacement faucet cartridges for hall - $33.19, Starlink - $158.20, Peninsula HR - $499.22, OCWA - $11,239.59)
[bookmark: _Hlk164435315]CARRIED
2026-38	Moved by Brian Delvecchio	         
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approve Village of Hilton Beach Marina Voucher 2026-01 in the amount of $6,867.32 (McDougall Energy - $4,815.97, Receiver General License - $51.36, Brelyn Enterprise - $785.35, Lajoie Bros. Contracting - $1,214.64)
CARRIED

The Clerk’s Report was presented.
· An Ontario Trillium Foundation grant application was submitted at the beginning of March for new playground equipment at Forbes Park.
· A water leak at the library has been assessed and is being monitored.
· A budget meeting will be held on March 26th.
· A new contract for road surface treatment has been done regarding fogging.
· The issue of lost hall keys was addressed with some options discussed to reduce future concerns.

2026-39				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Clerk’s Report of March 11, 2026, be accepted as presented.
											CARRIED


PREVIOUS BUSINESS

Council made a decision to sponsor the May 16th Lions Club Dance.

2026-40				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does support the St. Joseph Island Lions Club Dance being held on May 16th as a sponsor in the amount of a $400.00 voucher for the all-inclusive rental of the hall. 
											CARRIED
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NEW BUSINESS

Council discussed Weed Inspector appointments and would be interested in having it as a shared service with a neighbouring municipality.

2026-41				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOVED THAT the Village of Hilton Beach council ask staff to reach out to neighbouring municipalities in regard to shared services as applicable to weed inspection and report back to council at next scheduled meeting.
										CARRIED

An EMCPA Compliance meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 23rd at 6:00pm.

Available days and times will be requested for Meals on Wheels Annual Campaign “March for Meals”.  Local leaders are requested to deliver meals to raise awareness.

MAYOR/COUNCILLOR ITEMS

Councillor Kelly Rathwell will be managing the Farmer’s Market and presented the vendor application package.  

Councillor Brian Delvecchio presented camera options for the landfill that would be solar powered and work on cell phone technology.

Councillor Sarah Brown discussed having a sign for bottle donations at the landfill stating the amount raised from last year for the St. Joseph Island Food Bank.  

Councillor Sally Cohen suggested having the Hilton Union Fire Department run the dunk tank at Community Night with the proceeds of the booth going towards the fire department.  Sally announced that Janet Coutu will be retiring from the Hilton Union Public Library Board.  The vacant position will be posted and must be filled by a ratepayer from the Village.

Mayor Robert Hope is scheduled to make a press release with MPP Bill Rosenberg regarding the funding received from Municipal Housing Infrastructure Program’s Health and Safety Water Stream to upgrade the village’s water and sewer infrastructure.


REQUEST FOR SUPPORT

2026-42				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council supports the Township of Joly which is in support of the Town of Kingsville’s resolution to oppose the consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities without the knowledge of the full financial and operational impact to municipalities and the conservation authorities.
									CARRIED
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2026-43				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Township of Joly which is in the support of the Township of Nairn and Hyman resolution to urge the Government of Ontario to introduce additional financial, regulatory and policy-based supports so that the Ontario steel, forestry and lumber sectors remain competitive, resilient and able to withstand ongoing international trade pressures.
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the calls upon the province of Ontario to work directly with industry stakeholders, including municipalities and major employers to create programs and investments that will help protect jobs, maintain production capacity and support long-term industry growth in Northern Ontario. 
CARRIED
2026-44				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Township of McNab/Braeside’s resolution to support a review and modernization of the Heritage Organization Development Grant, to restore its purchasing power through inflationary adjustment and explore options for increased operating stability.
										CARRIED
2026-45				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Township of Puslinch support of the Municipality of Magnetawan’s resolution regarding Invest Ready Certified Site Designation.
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT the Province of Ontario is urged to revise its grant funding criteria to recognize and accept alternative servicing methods as eligible infrastructure such as properly designed and maintained septic systems for wastewater, drilled wells for drinking water, and propane or hydro for heat.
										CARRIED
2026-46				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports Fort Frances in supporting the Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal call upon the Government of Ontario to extend the annual OCIF envelope to no less than $400 million beyond its current five-year term, with no reductions in provincial budgets.
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT the Province be requested to index the total annual OCIF envelope along with each municipal allocation to the Ontario Consumer Price Index.
BE IT FURTHER RESOVLVED THAT the Ministry of Infrastructure establish a new five-year OCIF funding framework to enable long-term capital planning and stable cash-flow management.
										CARRIED
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2026-47			Moved by Sally Cohen
				Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Township of Perry’s call upon the Government of Canada to maintain and protect reduced-rate postal distribution for library materials through legislation and to ensure affordable postal access for libraries and interlibrary loan services.
										CARRIED

2026-48			Moved by Brian Delvecchio
				Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Township of Southgate’s resolution supporting Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 and by urging the provincial government to protect farmland from further losses and to ensure the future of agriculture in Ontario.
										CARRIED

2026-49			Moved by Kelly Rathwell
				Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports Prince Township’s resolution supporting the Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan’s resolution regarding the call for the Reform and Publication of the Ontario Sex Offender Registry.
										CARRIED

2026-50			Moved by Brian Delvecchio
				Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports The Corporation of the Township of Larder Lake’s resolution in supporting the Municipality of North Grenville’s letter to the Minister of Transportation and the Province of Ontario regarding the municipal support for school bus safety and stop-arm camera systems.
										CARRIED

2026-52			Moved by Brian Delvecchio
				Seconded by Kelly Rathwell
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Township of Papineau-Cameron in requesting that the Ontario Veterinary College, the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, and the Canadian Veterinary Medical Association consider expanding enrollment capacity at the Ontario Veterinary College to allow more qualified applicants to pursue certification as large animal veterinarians.
										CARRIED								
CORRESPONDENCE – INFORMATION

[bookmark: _Hlk216364358]1. Township of Puslinch RE: Top Aggregate Producing Municipalities of Ontario January 2026 Newsletter
2. OPP Detachment Board-James Bay East RE: Victim Crisis Assistance Ontario Agencies and Provincial Bail Notification Program 
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3. Ministry of Natural Resources RE: Proposal to Update the Province’s Black Bear Management Approach  
4. Hilton Beach Well Supply Report  

REPORTS/MINUTES

Hilton Union Public Library – Hilton Union Public Library – January 12, 2026 Minutes and January 2026 Treasurer’s Report


BY-LAWS

[bookmark: _Hlk198304499]2026-53				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

THAT BY-LAW NO. 2026-07 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings and resolutions of Hilton Beach Council which were adopted up to and including March 11th, be given a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 11th day of March 2026.														CARRIED
															
2026-54				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council adjourns at 9:02 p.m. and agrees to meet again on April 8th, 2026, or at the call of the Mayor.																		CARRIED
			



							_________________________________
							Mayor, Robert Hope




							_________________________________
							Deputy Clerk-Treasurer – Paula Callahan
