INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF HILTON BEACH
MINUTES
Council Meeting – April 15, 2026
Hilton Beach Municipal Office
3100 Bowker Street, Hilton Beach, Ontario
                                                                                                                                     
[bookmark: _Hlk139967262]PRESENT 
Council:		Robert Hope; Mayor
Brian Delvecchio; Councillor 
			Sally Cohen; Councillor
Kelly Rathwell; Councillor
 	Sarah Brown; Councillor

Staff:			Paula Callahan, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
					Myra Eddy, Clerk-Treasurer
					
					
					
CALL TO ORDER
	              
2026-63				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council call the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
											CARRIED
								
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
N/A

DELEGATIONS 
Mr. Pierre Marceau attended the meeting to present a proposal for a small, seasonal, youth-led watercraft (kayaks and stand-up paddle boards) rental business in Hilton Beach.  He would like council’s approval, assistance with items such as permitting and zoning regarding the business proposal.  Council supports the proposal in principal and once the business plan is ready, Council will review and determine logistics of a suitable location.

Mr. Steve Redford and Mr. Justin Gomes, representing Loonie Toones, made a presentation on Snap Docks products and how they could be used at the marina.  Council would like to review the product prior to any decisions being made at this time.
			 
					
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2026-64				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT	 the minutes of the Councill meetings of February 19th, March 11th and March 26th be adopted with the correction of resolution 2026-33 to remove Sally Cohen’s name as she had been absent.								CARRIED
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VOUCHER

2026-65	Moved by Kelly Rathwell	         
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approve Village of Hilton Beach Voucher 2026.3 in the amount of $142,560.22. (wages -$27,593.32, Tulloch Engineering - $513.70, Stobies Mechanical - $6,237.60, Algoma Power-$9,418.77, OCWA-$39,083.05.  Algoma District School Board – $10,488.34, EHT-$4,319.56,  Ministry of Policing-$4,262.94,  St. Joseph Island Hunters and Anglers-$250.00,  Total Power-$1,679.18,  Algoma Power-$663.20, mileage-$53.50, Majestic Pro Contracting (NORDS)-$19,550.50, Direct Mechanical (NORDS)-$4,000.00, Bell Canada-$959.30, Garbage Pick-up-$959.30,  BDO-$1813.65,  Algoma District Services Administration Board - $7,120.17,  Hilton Union Public Library-$834.83  Kentvale Merchants - $344.72, Algoma Public Health - $2,531.00,  Peninsula HR - $499.22, hall-$94.02, Public works-$129.80, Recreation-$116.73, Landfill-$110.67, Computer/Internet-$790.59, Annual credit card fee-$120.00, Hall-$60.00. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164435315]CARRIED
The Clerk’s Report was presented.
· Enabling Accessibility Fund is now accepting applications.  An application will be resubmitted for the Hilton Beach library for exterior accessibility.
· NOHFC – successful in our application and will receive$35,000 funding from the Development Stream for 2026 Public Works wages.
· Circular Materials will provide to the Village a one page flyer that shows what is recyclable at the landfill bins.
· MECP has revised the location on one monitoring well on the engineering plan by Greenstone.  This project of installing 4 monitoring wells should be completed in 2026.  There was a delay in 2025 for approval of the Monitoring Plan by the Ministry.

2026-66				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Clerk’s Report of April 15, 2026, be accepted as presented.
											CARRIED


PREVIOUS BUSINESS

Date of April 27th was set for the next budget meeting.

Council decided to move to ‘punch tickets’ for tipping fees at the landfill.  It is thought that the purchase of a ticket would simplify the process.

Reminder that there is a Landfill meeting on May 21st with Hilton Township.

Marina student applications are being accepted until April 17th.  A date for interviews will be set at another time.
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NEW BUSINESS

The following resolution was passed in support of the St. Joseph Island Planning Board’s 2026 budget.  The Planning Board will be updating Comprehensive Zoning By-laws for Island municipalities.

2026-67				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does approve the St. Joseph Island Planning Board 2026 budget and Village Levy of $1266.						CARRIED

Correspondence was received from the Algoma Public Health and Mayor Jody Wildman seeking support for the project Planet Youth.

2026-68				Moved by Robert Hope
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

WHEREAS a presentation was made by Algoma Public Health which incorporated their toxic drug and addictions report and initiatives were presented such as the “Youth Engagement “as the Planet Youth/Icelandic Model approach.
AND WHEREAS it was suggested to implement a strategy in the Central Algoma area to continue working with various partners, agencies and schools to identify locally specific issues of concern for young people and improve conditions in our communities;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council supports the proposed Youth Engagement Strategy.
											CARRIED
The Community Safety and Well Being Plan is required to be updated in 2026.  This plan includes area municipalities.  The following resolution was passed.
2026-69				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Sally Cohen
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does support the continuation with the collaboration for the Central Algoma Community Safety and Well Being Plan.				CARRIED




MAYOR/COUNCILLOR ITEMS

Councillor Kelly Rathwell continues to work on this year’s Farmers/Makers market.

Councillor Brian Delvecchio informed council that a camera has been purchased for the landfill and has been installed.

Councillor Sarah Brown informed council that old air tanks have been modified into donation boxes for the Hilton Fire Department and located at various businesses.
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Mayor Robert Hope informed council that the Fire Department requires two new vehicles due to mandated regulations and that the 2026 Fire Department budget will see an increase.


REQUEST FOR SUPPORT

2026-70				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does support  the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and Island’s resolution in that the Ministry of Environment reconsider its decision regarding the use of lighter oil for chip-and-tar surfaces taking into account the increased number of applications required, as well as associated time, energy and financial burden placed on municipalities or develop a better alternative oil


2026-71				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio


THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Town of Whitby’s resolution on that the Honorable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, to do a comprehensive review of the Provincial-Municipal Fund Framework as the current arrangements undermining economic prosperity and quality of life for residents.
AND THAT currently municipalities are funding provincial responsibilities such as social housing, health related capital obligations and social services diverting local revenue away from essential municipal infrastructure;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Province be urged to establish a predicable, housing linked revenue stream for municipalities that reflects the economic, social, and infrastructure demands associated with growth, including addressing the financial impacts.
											CARRIED

2026-72					Moved Brian Delvecchio
						Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Central Algoma Land Trust by allowing the installation of a fishing line recycling station at the Hilton Beach Marina
2026-73					 Moved by Kelly Rathwell
						Seconded by Sally Cohen


WHEREAS safe, reliable transportation corridors are essential to the economic prosperity, public safety and supply chain resilience of Northern Ontario communities;
AND WHEREAS Highways 11 and 17 form the primary east – west transportation corridor across Northern Ontario and serves as a critical link for trade, resource-development, emergency services, and community connectivity:
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THERE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the Town of Black River-Matheson’s resolution that the Government of Ontario and the Government of Canada prioritize investments that strengthen transportation infrastructure, supply chain reliability and economic development opportunities across Northern Ontario.
CARRIED

2026-74				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Council move into closed session to consider items concerning:
ii)	Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal and local      board employees
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT should said closed session be adjourned, the Council may reconvene in closed session to discuss the same matters without the need for a further authorizing resolution.								CARRIED

2026-75			Moved Kelly Rathwell
				Seconded by Brian Delvecchio
	
THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council reconvenes to the open meeting at 9:25 p.m.
The decision of council will be reflective in the amended Appointment of Officers, Boards and Committees for the year 2026.
											CARRIED					
CORRESPONDENCE – INFORMATION

MPP Bill Rosenberg RE: Ontario permitting “Bring-Your-Own” Alcoholic Beverages at outdoor public events.
 
FONOM RE: Supports Provincial Highway 11/17 measures while calling for continued progress

REPORTS/MINUTES

25. Algoma District Services Administration Board minutes of January 8, 2026
26. HUPL Treasurer’s Report of March 2026
27. HUPL Meeting minutes of March 9th, 2026
28.  OCWA – Hilton Beach STP 2025 Annual Report – available upon request
29.  St. Joseph Island Planning Board minutes of January 19, 2026

BY-LAWS

[bookmark: _Hlk198304499]2026-76				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

THAT By-law No. 2026-12, being a by-law to appoint the Chief Building Official, be given FIRST AND SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 15th day of April 2026.
										CARRIED
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2026-77				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

THAT By-law No. 2026-14, being a by-law adopt the use of municipal resources during an Election Period Policy for the Incorporated Village of Hilton Beach, be given a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 15th day of April 2026.
										CARRIED

2026-78				Moved by Kelly Rathewll
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

THAT BY-LAW NO. 2026-15 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings and resolutions of Hilton Beach Council which were adopted up to and including April 15th, be given a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 15th day of April 2026.																CARRIED
														
2026-77				Moved by Kelly Rathwell
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council adjourns at 9:02 p.m. and agrees to meet again on April 22nd, 2026, or at the call of the Mayor.																		CARRIED
			



							_________________________________
							Mayor, Robert Hope




							_________________________________
							Clerk-Treasurer, Myra Eddy


