INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF HILTON BEACH
MINUTES
Council Meeting –July 8, 2026
Hilton Beach Municipal Office
3100 Bowker Street, Hilton Beach, Ontario
                                                                                                                                     
[bookmark: _Hlk139967262]PRESENT 
Council:		Robert Hope; Mayor
Brian Delvecchio; Councillor 
			Sally Cohen; Councillor
Kelly Rathwell; Councillor
 	Sarah Brown; Councillor

Staff:			Myra Eddy, Clerk-Treasurer
					
						
CALL TO ORDER
	              
2026-131				Moved by Kelly Rathwell		
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council call the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.
											CARRIED								
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
N/A
DELEGATIONS 
N/A

					
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2026-132				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT	 the minutes of the Councill meetings of June 10th, June 17th and June 25th be adopted as presented.						CARRIED

VOUCHER

2026-133	Moved by Sarah Brown	         
Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approve Village of Hilton Beach Voucher 2026.06 in the amount of $115,744.86 . (wages -$25,932.24 , 199.26,  Abell Pest Control - $141.25, Honorariums $8,430.00,  Ministry of Finance - $4,477.48., Bell Canada-$825.20,  EncompassIT-$540.88, ADSAB- $7,471.83,  Reliable Maintenance-$697.91.  Township of Tarbutt - $125.30, Township of St. Joseph - $125.10 Island Clippings-$135.60 Hall damage deposit re-imbursement - $300.00,  Arts at the Dock re-imbursement-$113.00 Myra Eddy-re-imbursement-$485.00, Brian Delvecchio – Highway banner parts re-imbursement-$21.45, Robert Hope – Hall batteries re-imbursement - $488.14, Sarah Brown – re-imbursement for flowers - $14.79, Cory Lobsinger – phone $210.00  Kentvale Merchants-$618.38, St. Joseph Island Planning  Board levy – 
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$1,266.00,  Algoma District School Board levy - $10,826.70, Hilton Union Public Library 50% budget - $10,826.70, Hilton Union Fire Department – 50% budget - $22,494.55, St. Joseph Island Museum Board budget - $2500.00, St. Joseph Island Horticultural Society - $250.00, Ibbitson Enterprises -$1695.00, Central Algoma Land Trust - $100.00, Ontario Clean Water Agency – 11,464.59, Technical Standards and Safety- $279.00, Library - $310.05, Peninsula HR - $499.22, Adobe-$29.34, Starlink-$158.20, Xplornet-$135.58, Waterfront Centre -376.74, Trefry Centre- $64.00, Public works-$210.34, Tiltn’ Hilton- $117.97.				CARRIED
[bookmark: _Hlk164435315]2026-134				Moved  by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approves Marina Voucher 2026-05 in the amount of $6893.41 ( wages-$3844.39, Square One Terminal - $490.42, Tenaquip -$194.64, Boating Ontario – training-$226.00, Barbs Embroidery-$471.21, Bell Canada-$153.96,  Lajoie Bros. - $747.42, Reliable Maintenance-$134.88, Thayer Lumber - $450.75, Store supplies - $177.74)
										CARRIED		
The Clerk’s Report was presented.
· An amended quote was received for winter tires for the Public Work’s truck
· To move forward on a decision for a project with Northern Ontario Development Funds
· No updates from OCWA regarding 2026 capital work.
· Two docks have been ordered from Richardson’s Docks as approved by council
· Public Works Supervisor, Cory Lobsinger provided options on how to store winter sand for the Village

2026-135				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Clerk’s Report of July 8, 2026, be accepted as presented.
											CARRIED

The Village has been made aware that municipalities will not have access or will be able to purchase winter sand starting in the 2027-2028 season.  We have been advised that we can get our winter sand for one more season, then alternative arrangements need to be made.

The office has been advised that Stobie Mechanical will no longer be providing snow plowing services starting in 2026 for the Village.

2026-136				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council authorizes the Clerk to investigate options for occasional snow plowing within the Village.								CARRIED

2026-137				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does approve staff to make applications under the Northern Ontario Development Fund (NORD) for a sand/salt storage building.		CARRIED
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There are lighting issues in the older section of docks at the Village Marina. The following resolution was passed.

2026-138			Moved by Kelly Rathwell
				Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does approve the purchase of 10 light bollards at $320.00 per piece to be installed at the marina.					CARRIED

PREVIOUS BUSINESS

Greenstone Engineering have completed the well installations.  A fall sampling of the wells will need to be done and an Annual Report to be completed for 2026.

The Hilton Union Library provided summary of the Patrons Registrations forms. This included users from Hilton Township, Trailer Park and Jocelyn Township.

The annual Lion’s Club meeting with Council is scheduled for July 9th at 6 p.m. in the council chambers.

Correspondence was received from Police Services Advisor, Tom Gervais regarding appointing a member to the East Algoma OPP Detachment Board. This requires a member of council to take training from the Ontario Police College prior to being on the board.  The Village of Hilton does not currently have a trained member.  After the next municipal election, council will make an appointment

NEW BUSINESS

A letter was received from the St. Joseph Island Museum requesting a letter of support for their upcoming grant application.

2026-139				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council does support the St. Joseph Island Museum with a letter of support for their application.								CARRIED

REQUEST FOR SUPPORT
								
2026-140				Moved by Robert Hope
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

WHEREAS Municipal fire services in Ontario operate under legislative authority established by the province through statutes, regulations, codes, and prescribed standards governing training, equipment, certification, inspection, and operational requirements; 
AND WHEREAS municipalities are responsible for implementing and maintaining compliance with these provincially mandated requirements primarily through local property taxation; 






AND WHEREAS current provincial fire service grant programs are available to both full-time and volunteer fire departments across Ontario and are distributed through competitive application processes that may not fully reflect the differing financial and administrative capacities of urban and rural municipalities, highlighting the need for a more balanced a AND WHEREAS volunteer firefighters represent approximately 70–75% of firefighters in Ontario, protecting the majority of communities across the province and, particularly in rural areas, are frequently the first emergency responders to arrive on scene ahead of other emergency services; 
AND WHEREAS other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and paramedic services, receive stable and predictable provincial funding contributions or cost-sharing arrangements; 
AND WHEREAS the absence of a comparable and stable funding model for fire services creates a structural imbalance between provincial regulatory authority and municipal financial responsibility; 
AND WHEREAS reliance on competitive funding creates budget uncertainty, limits long-term financial planning, and may not reflect the actual operational needs of fire services, contributing to instability, reduced preparedness and the reduction of services within a critical emergency response sector; 
AND WHEREAS stable and predictable funding is essential to maintain emergency preparedness, firefighter safety, service sustainability, and equitable protection for residents regardless of municipal size or tax base; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT 
The Council of the Town of Petawawa respectfully calls upon the Province of Ontario to transition the current practice of competitive provincial fire service grant programs into a permanent, stable, and predictable non-competitive provincial funding program that supports municipalities in meeting provincially legislated fire protection requirements; 
AND FURTHER THAT this funding be structured to provide equitable and predictable annual support for operational readiness and training costs associated with volunteer, composite and full-time fire departments across Ontario; 
AND FURTHER THAT the annual value of this funding be reviewed and adjusted to more appropriately reflect the level of provincial funding support currently provided to other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and paramedic services.

2026-141					Moved by Kelly Rathwell
						Seconded by Brian Delvecchio


WHEREAS the Canadian Center for Policy Alternative has conducted research which unequivocally identifies that Ontario Hospitals are underfunded by the Government of Ontario;
AND WHEREAS the CCPS study, Failure by Design, clearly identifies that smaller and rural hospitals are disproportionately disadvantaged by the underfunding;
AND WHEREAS as a direct result of the underfunding Emergency Department wait times for an initial physician assessment have increased to 4.5 hours in 2024 – 2025 from 2.7 hours in 2020-2021;
AND WHEREAS 90 percent of patients spend an average of 44 hours in the emergency department waiting to be admitted when further care is required;
AND WHEREAS the Provincial Government increased total health care spending from 7.4 percent of GDP in 2014 to only 7.6 percent GDP by 2023, which did not keep pace with raising health care costs;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Hilton Beach request that the Province of Ontario provide immediate and sustained funding to improve hospital finances and capacity, which is per the recommendations in the CCPA Study, would require and immediate injection of 3.2 billion supported by annual increases of 6% per year thereafter.		CARRIED
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2026-142				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

WHEREAS growing pressures across Ontario’s healthcare- system are increasing patient
volumes in emergency rooms (ERs), requiring more complex care and contributing to
longer patient wait times for residents across the Province of Ontario; and
WHEREAS Health Quality Ontario data from October 2025 reports that patients requiring
admission to hospital waited an average of 19 to 20 hours, while high-urgency patients
waited close to five hours on average to be assessed by a physician; and
WHEREAS the Auditor General of Ontario reported in December 2023 that significant
hospital staffing shortages were reducing access to timely emergency care: and
WHEREAS the Financial Accountability Office of Ontario reported in March 2023 that
emergency room wait times were increasing significantly, with the longest wait times
recorded in more than fifteen years, and that provincial funding was projected to be $21.3
billion short of maintaining current health programs through 2028; and
WHEREAS the Ontario Hospital Association has reported that Ontario has had the lowest
per capita hospital expenditure in Canada since 2018 and that approximately 4,200
Alternate Level of Care (ALC) patients remain in acute care beds, contributing to
emergency room overcrowding and delays; and
WHEREAS emergency room overcrowding and prolonged wait times have been linked to
adverse patient outcomes and place additional strain on Ontario’s healthcare system,
including municipal paramedic services experiencing excessive ambulance offload delays;
and
WHEREAS the Provincial Government has taken important steps to improve healthcare in
Ontario; however, additional funding, staffing resources, and capacity enhancements
remain critical to ensuring timely access to emergency medical care; and
WHEREAS concerns regarding emergency room staffing shortages, temporary closures,
and failure to consistently meet national standards such as the Canadian Triage and Acuity
Scale (CTAS) continue to be raised by healthcare professionals, municipalities, and
residents across Ontario; and
WHEREAS the tragic death of sixteen-year-old Finlay van der Werken on February 9,
2024, following an extended wait in an emergency department, has highlighted the urgent
need for enhanced protections and standards for pediatric emergency care;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach
supports the resolution of the Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus and calls upon the
Ontario Ministry of Health to take immediate action to reduce emergency room wait times
through enhanced triage protocols, increased hospital funding, and additional healthcare
staffing resources to strengthen emergency readiness across Ontario; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach supports the
introduction of “Finlay’s Law” to ensure that no child in Ontario is left without timely
emergency medical care, including measures to:
1. Establish maximum emergency room wait time standards for patients under the age
of 18;
2. Mandate safe pediatric nurse-to-patient and physician4o-patient staffing ratios in
emergency settings;
3. Establish independent oversight to audit hospital performance, investigate pediatric
emergency room deaths, and enforce compliance with provincial standards;
4. Require timely and independent inquiries by the Chief Coroner of Ontario into
pediatric deaths occurring in emergency room waiting areas; and
5. Provide funding for enhanced pediatric emergency readiness, including staffing,
training, equipment, and infrastructure improvements;
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach calls
upon the Federal Minister of Health to utilize the Canada Health Transfer framework to
ensure compliance with the principles of the Canada Health Act by monitoring adherence
to national emergency care standards, including the Canadian Triage and Acuity Scale
(CTAS), and supporting the establishment and implementation of national sepsis care
standards; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT copies of this resolution be forwarded to The
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Ontario Minister
of Health, The Honourable Marjorie Michel, Federal Minister of Health, The Ontario
Medical Association (OMA), The Ontario Hospital Association (OHA), The Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), The Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus (WOWC); and
the Algoma District Municipal Association (ADMA).					CARRIED

2026-143					Moved by Sarah Brown
						Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

WHEREAS Highways 11 and 17 are critical transportation corridors connecting Northern Ontario communities and supporting national trade, tourism, emergency response, and economic development; and
WHEREAS Northern Ontario residents, travelers, commercial drivers and emergency services rely on safe and accessible year-round highway infrastructure; and
WHEREAS inadequate rest stop infrastructure contributes to driver fatigue, safety concerns, limited accessibility, and challenges for tourism and commercial transportation;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach calls upon the Government of Ontario and the Government of Canada to prioritize the development of new and upgraded highway rest stops and traveller infrastructure along Highways 11 and 17 across Northern Ontario; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province of Ontario work collaboratively with Northern municipalities, FONOM, NOMA, Indigenous communities, and industry stakeholders to identify priority locations for investment; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be circulated to local MPP’s and MP’s, the Premier of Ontario, and Ontario municipalities.					CARRIED

2026-144					Moved by Sarah Brown
						Seconded by Sally Cohen

WHEREAS pregnancy and infant loss affect thousands of Canadian families each year; and
WHEREAS Oak’s Tree of Love is a Northern Ontario Initiative created in memory of Oak Beaudyn Noel; and
WHEREAS Oak’s Tree of Love provides memory boxes, remembrance projects, awareness initiatives, hospital partnerships and support resources for families affected by the loss of a baby or child;
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach proclaims October 15th, 2026 as Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Day and the month of October 2026 as Loss Awareness Month.										CARRIED


MAYOR/COUNCILLOR ITEMS

Councillor Cohen provided an update on the summer events.  The Recreation Committee has plans to purchase new plastic tables for events.  Jocelyn has agreed to loan out the wagon for the Arts on the Dock.  This wagon is used to transport people from the waterfront to the community hall. Ontario Clean Water Agency will bring their water buggy for all three events.  
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Councillors Brian Delvecchio and Kelly Rathwell will be barbequing at the Arts at the Dock and Car Show.  It was decided to rent out Echo Bay’s dunk tank for Community Night.
Councillor Sarah Brown brought forward a request by Facebook if there would be interest in having a beach volleyball court  installed at Forbes Park.  

It was noted that the Village was not successful with the application for park equipment for Forbes Park through Ontario Trillium Foundation.  The application made it to the end of the assessment stage and was considered a competitive application.  OTF received more applications than funding dollars.
 
Tickets are still available for the Whiskey Jack concert on July 23rd at the Community Hall.  Council thanked Mr. Bil Trainor for his assistance with this concert.

2026-145				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approved the addendum to the meeting.		CARRIED

CLOSED MEETING
2026-146				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Council move into closed session to consider items concerning:
(a)  The security of the property of the municipality of local board
(b) A position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to negotiations carried on or to be carried by or behalf of the municipality or local board.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT should said closed session be adjourned, the Council may reconvene in closed session to discuss the same matters without the need for a further authorizing resolution.										CARRIED
2026-147				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council reconvenes to open meeting at 9:06 p.m.		CARRIED

Staff was directed the Animal Control Officer contact the property owner(s) of being non-compliant with municipal by-laws.
	
CORRESPONDENCE – INFORMATION

1. FONOM  RE: Federal review of DGR as a potential national interest project highlighting need for Highway 11 and 17 investments.

REPORTS/MINUTES

1 .Algoma Public Health – Planet Youth team meeting minutes of June 12th.
 2. Village of Hilton Beach Recreation minutes of April 7 and May 7, 2026.

BY-LAWS

[bookmark: _Hlk198304499]2026-146				Moved by Sarah Brown
					Seconded by Brian Delvecchio
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THAT BY-LAW NO 2026-24, being a by-law to regulate the Maintenance and Care of Land in the Village of Hilton, be given a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 21st day of May 2026.									CARRIED	
										

2026-148				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

THAT BY-LAW NO 2026-32 being a by-law to authorize the appointment of a Compliance Audit Joint Committee for Central Algoma Area Municipalities estimates and tax rates for 2026 and to be given a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 8th day of July 2026.
										 CARRIED

2026-149				Moved by Sally Cohen
					Seconded by Sarah Brown

THAT By-law No. 2026-33, being a by-law to confirm the proceedings and resolutions of Hilton Beach Council which were adopted up to and including July 8, be given a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 8th day of July 2026.

											CARRIED
2026-150				Moved by Brian Delvecchio
					Seconded by Kelly Rathwell								
THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council adjourns and agrees to meet again on September 9, 2026, or at the call of the Mayor.																				CARRIED

							_________________________________
							Mayor, Robert Hope


							_________________________________
							Clerk-Treasurer, Myra Eddy

