INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF HILTON BEACH
MINUTES
Council Meeting – October 21, 2026
Hilton Beach Municipal Office
3100 Bowker Street, Hilton Beach, Ontario
                                                                                                                                     
[bookmark: _Hlk139967262]PRESENT 
Council:		Robert Hope; Mayor
Brian Delvecchio; Councillor 
			Sally Cohen; Councillor
  	 	Sarah Brown; Councillor
Absent with regrets:    Kelly Rathwell; Councillor


Staff:			Myra Eddy, Clerk-Treasurer
			
					
			
CALL TO ORDER
	              
2026-207				
Moved by Sarah Brown	
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council call the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
CARRIED
						
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
Councillor, Sally Cohen declared a conflict of interest under item #7 on the agenda with matters dealing with the Shore Road application fees.

DELEGATIONS 
Delegate, Bil Trainor attended the meeting to enquire about council’s interest in having concerts at the Community Hall in 2027.    If there is interest, then artists should be booked ahead to secure them.  A suggestion was made to create a committee. It was mentioned that the events will not conflict with Algoma Trad concerts.  Council thanked Mr. Trainor for his interest in bringing this forward and for the offer of his assistance.  Council would consider this proposal.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2026-208
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Council meetings of September 16th and 21st, 2026 be adopted as presented.
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2026-209
Moved by Sally Cohen
Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the Council meetings of October 5, 7 and 9th 2026 be adopted as presented.
CARRIED

VOUCHER

2026-210
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approves Village of Hilton Beach Voucher 2026-09 in the amount of $173,200.76 (taxes re-imbursement-$668.12, Ontario Trap Rock-$65.98, Shane Alexander -$1,035.00, Canada Post-$745.45, Gord Hawdon-70.00,  encompassIT-$540.88, Bell Canada-$1696.68. Kentvale Merchants-$497.02, Lyons Timbermart-$828.81, North Channel Heating-$847.50,  Neo Industrial Environmental Services - $4,571.98, SAC Group Company-$37,414.50,  Majestic Pro Contracting-$7,500.00,  Ministry of Financing-$4487.00, Algoma District Services Administration Board - $7,471.83, Jake Lauzon(concert)-$1,250.00,  Scott Kennedy(concert)-$450.00, Algoma Power - $4,371.13, Ontario Clean Water Agency - $11,239.59, Peninsula HR-$499.22, Library-$735.87, Public Works - $17.03, Facebook-$106.12, Sage 50 accounting renewal-$2,815.40, Adobe-$29.37, Wages-$31,062.51, Starlink-$169.50, Xplornet-$135.58.
CARRIED

2026-211
Moved by Sarah Brown
Seconded by Brian Delvecchio
					
[bookmark: _Hlk164435315]BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approves Marina Voucher 2026-09 in the amount of $24,642.28 ( Bell Canada-$360.54, Algoma Power (2 months)-$710.30, Tenaquip-$207.41, wages-$4.458.51, Island Electric-$500.00, McDougall Energy-$4,458.51, Richardson Docks-$13,216.28, Kentvale Merchants-$135.53, Technical Safety Standards-$595.00.
CARRIED
				
The Clerk’s Report was presented.
·  Northern Ontario Resource Development Project of a sand/salt storage building was approved .
· Replacing smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors at the Waterfront Centre.
· The recall on the plug on the snowplow has been replaced. 
· Washrooms in the Mariner’s Lounge will be closed except one in each male and female washrooms.  All showers will be closed.  If someone needs to use the shower, then the office can be contacted to make arrangements.  Signage will be placed in the washrooms.
· Oath of Office for the new Council term will occur on November 18th at 6 p.m in the Council chambers.  This is open to anyone who wishes to attend.
· Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is planning on holding a Councillor Training Session on December 1st.  Details to follow.
· Suggested reviewing the 2027 Marina rates in November and set as a separate schedule as part of the Fees and Charges By-law.
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· Staff to attend a Municipal Cybersecurity & IT Sustainability meeting on November 19th in Sault Ste. Marie.  This pertains to Bill 194  which municipalities must be in compliance by January 2027 in completing a Compliance Assessment.
2026-212
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sally Coehn

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Clerk’s Report of October 21 2026, be accepted as presented.
CARRIED

PREVIOUS BUSINESS

A Landfill Committee meeting is scheduled for October 29th at the Village Council Chambers.

The office has received a signed contract from Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Committee for the Kitchen renovation project.

A reply was received from the Township of Jocelyn that they would not be able to provide occasional snowplowing services for the Village of Hilton Beach.

A draft Shore Road Allowance Policy was presented for adoption.

2026-213	
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does approve the Shore Road Allowance Closing Policy.
CARRIED

Correspondence was received from the St. Joseph Island Planning Board that Consent Application #4/26 – Parts 1,2 and 3, Plan IR10835 was provisionally approved.

The public works garage requires electrical work and heat so that the public works vehicle can be stored inside with sand and salt over winter.  The following resolution was passed.

2026-214
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does approve the October 9th, 2026 quote from Down the Line Electrical of $11,865.00 to wire the Public Works Garage.
CARRIED

Correspondence was received from Matthews Memorial Hospital Auxiliary’s for Council - to Stand up for the Future of Health Care in Our Communities and Help Build a Sustainable Health-Care Future


2026-212
Moved by Sarah Brown
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the letter received from the Matthews Hospital Auxiliary be received as information;
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AND THAT Council does recognize and agrees that community leaders need to stand up for the future of health care in our communities and help build a sustainable health-care future.
CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS

Greenstone Environmental Engineering provided a proposal for monitoring the Hilton Landfill for 2027 this includes well testing and annual report.

2026-215
Moved by Sarah Brown
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Proposal for Waste Disposal Site Monitoring for 2737 M&N Line, Hilton Beach be received as information; and
AND BE IT RESOLVED the Council does accept and agree to sign an agreement with Greenstone Environmental Engineering to provide Waste Disposal Monitoring for 2027. 
CARRIED

Information was sent from the Algoma District Services Administration Board regarding 2026-2036 Housing and Homelessness Plan – Public Engagement Opportunities.  To learn more visit https://adsab.link/hhp.
Information was received from Algoma Public Health regarding radon monitoring device lending program.

2026-216
Move by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Robert Hope

WHEREAS THE Algoma Public Health’s resolution on preventing and responding to radon exposures in Algoma;
AND THAT radon cannot be smelled, seen or tasted, testing is the only way to determine whether indoor levels are elevated.
AND THAT approximately 1 in 6 homes in Canada have average or above average radon levels and long-term exposures is a significant health concern;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does approve the adoption of a free accessible Radon Monitoring Device Lending Program for residents. 
CARRIED

Applications for Summer Canada Jobs launches on October 27th and closes December 3rd, 2026.

2026-217
Moved by Sarah Brown
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village of Hilton Beach does make application under the Canada Summer Jobs (CSI) program.
CARRIED

MAYOR/COUNCILLOR ITEMS

Financial summaries were provided for the Car Show and Arts at the Dock for 2026.
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To date the Car Show has raised $7388.27 and Arts at the Dock $3,792.64.  A financial summary of Community Night will be completed once all expenses have been received.

The library roof repairs are to be completed this fall so the storage room leaks will stop.

Staff are to reach out to area roofers to request quotes to repair/replace the roof at the Waterfront Centre.

The surplus 2001 Sterling Tanker Fire Truck has been sold for $10,000 and funds will go back into the fire departments reserve.

A list of repair jobs within the Village had been created and will be reviewed with appropriate staff.

It was noted that there has been damage to the road surface at the top of South Street hill where the surface treatment transitions to gravel.  Damage has occurred due to All Terrain Vehicles and motorbikes accessing the roads to get to the trails.   Time and material costs have already been spent to repair the damage earlier this year.

REQUEST FOR SUPPORT

2026-218
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Township of Brudnell, Lyndoch and Raglan resolution No. 2026-0-02-04 be received as information;
THAT municipalities bear the costs and risks with collecting, storing and managing pressurized cylinders and not the producers or distributors of the product
AND THAT this appears to be inconsistent with Extended Producer Responsibility which are intended to shift the financial and operational responsibilities for post-consumer products from municipalities and taxpayers to consumers
AND THAT there should be convenient, accessible and effective collection system available to ensure that the product is managed responsibly at the end of its useful life;
THEREFORE the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks and the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (EPRA) need to undertake a review of extended producer responsibility for one-pound single-use propane cylinders.
CARRIED

2026-219
Moved by Sally Cohen
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Resolution No. 26/150 from the Town of Latchford be received as information;
WHEREAS Rural and northern municipalities require current Official Plans and Zoning By-laws to support housing, attract investments, encourage economic development and responsibly plan for infrastructure and municipal serves;
AND WHEREAS  Official Plans and Zoning By-laws must be periodically reviewed and updated;
AND WHEREAS completing comprehensive reviews can place a significant financial burden on municipalities with limited tax bases, staffing capacity and financial resources;
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THEREFORE the Government of Ontario establish a dedicated, sustainable and recurring funding program to assist municipalities with the costs of reviewing and updating Official Plans and Comprehensive Zoning By-laws. 
CARRIED

2026-220
Moved by Sally Cohen
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does support the Village of Burk’s Fall’s resolution No 2026-256 in that;
WHEREAS public libraries provide essential services, including literacy, education, technology access, employment resources and community programming;
AND WHEREAS THE Hilton Union Library serves the residents of the Village of Hilton Beach and surrounding communities;
AND WHEREAS THE Ontario Library Association and Federation of Ontario Public Libraries have called for increased and sustainable funding for public libraries;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE Government of Ontario, through the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming, be petitioned to substantially increase and provide sustainable, predictable operating funding for Ontario’s public libraries.
CARRIED

2026-221
Moved  by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sally Cohen

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach does support the Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa’s resolution #RC26178;
WHEREAS The Village of Hilton Beach is policed by the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and
WHEREAS OPP policing costs represent a significant expenditure of our annual operating budget and with the 2027 calendar year, and no OPP policed municipality will experience an increase of more than 11% which is significant for small, rural northern municipalities and is not, by itself, a long-term solution;
WHEREAS municipalities must balance legislated infrastructure, service delivery, affordability and fiscal responsibility obligations while having limited revenue tools and a primary reliance on property taxation;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Village of Hilton Beach 
1. Acknowledges the action to limit the 2027 OPP municipal policing costs increase to no more than 11%
2. Express concern that this increase in a single year represents a significant increase for small, rural northern municipalities;
3. Request that the Province of Ontario establish a permanent, transparent and sustainable multi-year framework for OPP municipal policing costs that includes a reasonable and predictable maximum annual increase, taking into consideration municipal revenue growth, inflation, assessment growth, population growth, fiscal capability, and affordability impacts on local property taxpayers;
4. Provide a clear itemized annual explanation to the changes to the costs;
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5. Recognize the limited fiscal capacity of small, rural, northern and OPP policed municipalities and ensure that municipal policing costs do not disproportionately affect property taxpayers or compromise municipalities’ ability to deliver other essential services and infrastructure;
6. Recognizes that municipalities have limited ability to control policing costs arising from provincial legislation, regulation, staffing, compensation, collective bargaining, 

operational or policy decisions, and provides appropriate provincial funding or cost sharing where significant policing costs pressures arise from such provincial decisions.
AND FURTHER THAT  copy of this resolution be circulated  to the Premier of Ontario; the Solicitor General, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing,  MPP Bill Rosenburg, MP Terry Sheehan, FONOM and the East OPP Detachment Board.
CARRIED

2026-222
Moved Sarah Brown
Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Village of Hilton Beach does support the Corporation of the Municipality of Red Lake’s resolution 64-26 in that;

WHEREAS Ontario municipalities are required to maintain a police service or detachment board; and
WHEREAS policing is a provincially legislated responsibility, yet municipalities are bearing the brunt of rising costs to implement provincial mandates; and

WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) has asserted that the fiscal framework that enables municipalities to provide critical policing and public safety services is broken, and AMO requests an urgent update to the provincial-municipal fiscal relationship; and

WHEREAS double-digit increases in municipal annual Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) budgets are unsustainable, especially as Ontario municipal police services tackle provincial responsibilities, including mental health, addictions, and homelessness, which place police resources under enormous financial strain; and

WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are experiencing increased police operating and capital costs directly attributable to new compliance and operational standards required under the Community Safety and Policing Act, 2019 (the Act); and; and

WHEREAS the costs of other measures, such as providing provincial court security, are rising and are not part of providing core, adequate, and effective municipal policing; and

WHEREAS these developments especially negatively impact rural municipalities;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Village of Hilton Beach hereby requests that the Province provide financial assistance to municipalities to offset all additional costs directly and demonstrably incurred as a result of compliance with the Act, not general increases to police budgets; and

FURTHER THAT Council urges the Province of Ontario to expeditiously review and reform its current police grant programs to ensure a more equitable distribution of 
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funding to municipalities, so that communities with changing populations and 
expanding service demands receive fair and sustainable provincial support; and

THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Solicitor-General of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH), the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), Police Governance Ontario (PGO), and all Ontario municipalities for their endorsement
CARRIED
				

CORRESPONDENCE – INFORMATION
1. FONOM RE: Welcomes Prime Minister’s Commitment to Work with Ontario on Northern Highways
2. FONOM RE: FONOM calls for Federal-Provincial Cooperation on Bail Reform
3. Ministry of Energy and Mines – Broadband Resources for Ontario Municipalities
4.	FONOM  RE:  FONOM Advances Northern Priorities and Recognizes Departing Board Members
5.  Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing – Proposed regulations under the Municipal Accountability Act, 2026
6. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing – Supporting Ontario and Canadian Suppliers Through Municipal Procurement
7. North Shore Health Network – NSHN Board Provides Update on Future Healthcare Infrastructure Planning.

REPORTS/MINUTES
1. Hilton Union Public Library – August Treasurer’s Report and 2026 Deposit Ledger
2. 34.By-Law Enforcement Officer – September 2026Report
3. 35.Landfill Site Monthly Report for August and September 2026
4. 36.St. Joseph Island Planning Board minutes of July 20, 2026
5. 37.Village of Hilton Beach Recreation minutes of April 7, May 7, June 9 and July 7, 2026
6. St. Joseph Island Museum Boards unaudited Statement of Operations and Statement of Financial Operations for 2025
7. St. Joseph Island Planning Board unaudited Statement of Operations and Statement of Financial Position for 2025

CLOSED MEETING

2026-223
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sarah Brown


BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Council move into closed session at 9 p.m. to consider items concerning:
(a)  Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal and local board employees.
(b) A position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to negotiations carried on or to be carried by or behalf of the municipality or local board.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT should said closed session be adjourned, the Council may reconvene in closed session to discuss the same matters without the need for a further authorizing resolution.
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CARRIED

2026-224
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of reconvenes to open meeting at 10:02 p.m.
CARRIED

Council received information and provided feedback to administration on matters permitted under Section 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001.

No resolution was passed in Closed Session.

2026-225
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sarah Brown

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council does approve the addendum to the agenda.
CARRIED

BY-LAWS

[bookmark: _Hlk198304499]2026-226				
Moved by Sarah Brown
Seconded by Sally Cohen

THAT BY-LAW NO 2026-36, being a by-law to Regulate the Discharge of Firearms and Weapons within the Village of Hilton Beach in the Village  be given FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED September 16 , 2026.
A recorded vote was called by Councillor Brian Delvecchio
	RECORDED VOTE
	YES
	NO

	Mayor Robert Hope
	                       X
	

	Councillor Sarah Brown
	
	                          X

	Councillor Sally Cohen
	
	                          X

	Councillor Brian Delvecchio
	
	                          X

	Councillor Kelly Rathwell
	                Absent
	

	
	
	


DEFEATED
2026-227
Moved by Robert Hope
Seconded by Brian Delvecchio

THAT BY-LAW NO 2026-30, being a by-law to license trailers in the Village of Hilton Beach for temporary accommodations be given FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED October 21, 2026.
CARRIED

2026-228
Moved by Brian Delvecchio
Seconded by Sally Cohen

THAT By-law No. 2026-44 , being a by-law to confirm the proceedings and resolutions of Hilton Beach Council which were adopted up to and including October 21, be given a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD READING and FINALLY PASSED this 21st day of October 2026.     
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CARRIED

2026-229				
Moved by Sarah Brown
Seconded by Sally Coehn
								
THAT the Village of Hilton Beach Council adjourns and agrees to meet again on November 12 2026, at 6:00 p.m.								
CARRIED

							_________________________________
							Mayor, Robert Hope


							_________________________________
							Clerk-Treasurer, Myra Eddy

